
GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
 

Transportation Committee  
 

AGENDA 
 

Wednesday, June 29, 2011 
4:30 p. m. Meeting  

 
Lakewood City Hall – Executive Board Room 

5050 North Clark Avenue 
Lakewood, California 

 
 

STAFF REPORTS AND OTHER WRITTEN DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE 
GATEWAY CITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS OFFICES, 16401 PARAMOUNT 
BOULEVARD, PARAMOUNT, CALIFORNIA.  ANY PERSON HAVING QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING ANY AGENDA ITEM MAY CALL THE COG STAFF AT (562) 663-6850. 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  The Transportation Committee will hear from the public on 
any item on the agenda or an item of interest that is not on the agenda.  The Transportation 
Committee cannot take action on any item not scheduled on the agenda.  These items may 
be referred for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.  Comments are to be 
limited to three minutes for each speaker, unless extended by the Transportation 
Committee, and each speaker will only have one opportunity to speak on any one topic.  
You have the opportunity to address the Transportation Committee at the following times: 
 
A. AGENDA ITEM:  at this time the Transportation Committee considers the agenda 

item OR during Public Comments, and 
 
B. NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  during Public Comments, comments will be received for a 

maximum 20-minute period; any additional requests will be heard following the 
completion of the Transportation Committee agenda; and 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  at the time for public hearings. 
 
Please keep your comments brief and complete a speaker card for the Chair. 
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL – BY SELF INTRODUCTIONS 
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 



 
IV. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA - This is the time and place to change the 

order of the agenda, delete or add any agenda item(s).  
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENTS - Three minutes for each speaker. 
 
VI.  MATTERS FROM STAFF 
  
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR:  All items under the Consent Calendar may be enacted 

by one motion.  Any item may be removed from the Consent Calendar and acted 
upon separately by the Transportation Committee.  

 
  A. Approval of Minutes – Minutes of the Transportation Committee Meeting of  

June 1, 2011, are presented for approval.  Approval receives and files the 
minutes of June 1, 2011 Transportation Committee meeting. 

  
  CONSENT CALENDAR ACTION: 

A MOTION TO APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSENT 
CALENDAR ITEM.  

 
VIII. REPORTS 
 

A. MTA Board Recap by Director DuBois , MTA Director 
 

  SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
B. Gateway Cities Council of Governments Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP)  

Approve Composition of Environmental Committee 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
C. MTA Green Construction Policy  
   
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
D. Nomination of Two Community Members to the Metro Gateway Cities 

Service Council 
   
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 



 
IX.  REPORTS – COMMITTEES/AGENCIES 
 

A. Matters from Metro Gateway Cities Service Council by David Hershenson, 
MTA – Oral Report  

   
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
B. Matters from I-5 JPA – Oral Report 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
C. Matters from I-710 EIR/EIS Corridor Project – Oral Report 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
D. Matters from SR-91/I-605/I-405 Major Corridor Project – Oral Report 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  

 
E. Matters from the California High Speed Rail Authority – Oral Report 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF  
 
F.        Matters from the Orangeline Development Authority – Oral Report 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION:  A MOTION TO HEAR REPORT, POSSIBLE ACTION 
AND/OR GIVE DIRECTION TO STAFF 
 

X.  MATTERS FROM TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTICE:  New items will not be considered after 5:30 p.m. unless the Transportation Committee 
votes to extend the time limit.  Any items on the agenda that are not completed will be forwarded to 
the next regular Transportation Committee meeting scheduled for Wednesday, August 3, 2011 4:30 
PM.  
 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE COG OFFICE AT 
(562) 663-6850.  NOTIFICATION 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING WILL ENABLE THE 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE REASONABLE ARRANGEMENT TO ENSURE 
ACCESSIBILITY TO THIS MEETING. 



 

VII.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
Item A 

Approval of Minutes  
June 1, 2011  
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE GATEWAY CTITIES COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

Chair - MTA Director Diane DuBois 
 

Gateway Cities COG Office 
16401 Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 90723 

June 1, 2011  
 

CALL TO ORDER:  MTA Director Diane DuBois called the meeting to order at 4:37 pm. 
Roll-call was taken by self-introduction. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane DuBois – MTA Director, Gil Hurtado – 
South Gate, Stan Carroll- La Habra Heights,  Ray Dunton – Bellflower, Dana Lee – 
Long Beach Transit, Mohammed Mostahkami – South Gate, Ken Farfsing –Signal Hill, 
Bill Pagett – Paramount, Tom Modica – City of Long Beach, Gene Daniels – 
Paramount. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Representative – Supervisor Don Knabe’s Office, 
Eric Shen – Port of Long Beach.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Niki Tennant – Assemblymember Lowenthal’s Office, Richard 
Powers – COG Staff, Jerry Wood – COG Staff, Nancy Pfeffer – COG Staff, Karen Heit – 
COG Staff, David Hershenson – MTA. Wally Shidler – Gateway Cities Service Sector,  
Yvette Kirrin – I-5 JPA, Tony Mereno –City of La Mirada, Ayman Salana – TRC, Juan 
Carlos Velasquez - CH2MHill. 

 
The May 4, 2011 Meeting Minutes were approved as presented.  
 
Director Diane DuBois gave an accounting of the May MTA Board Meeting. She covered 
the approval of the FY 2012 budget. Noting that for the second year in a row, MTA was 
able to approve a balanced budget. She also covered the actions to place rules and 
protection on the Measure R Capital Contingency account and the use of repaying 
financing costs associated with Measure R.  
 
She covered the Supervisor Ridley-Thomas Motion to underground a portion of the 
Crenshaw/LAX line at the Park Mesa section and build a Leimert Park Station.  She 
reviewed the compliance with the grade separation policy for Park Mesa and station 
spacing guidelines for Leimert/Vernon.  The Board voted to include the Leimert Station, if 
possible, within the existing budget. 
 
She discussed the Villaraigosa/DuBois/Wilson Motion to encourage work at the I-405 at the 
OC County Line, moving the project forward to study environmental impacts.  
 
Consent calendar was approved with no objections. 
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Director DuBois introduced Ken Coleman, Metro Director of Highway Programs.  Coleman 
discussed the addition of highway maintenance and enhancements as a special 
demonstration project. Coleman discussed the freeways as part of the community and the 
gateway to our communities. He talked about an effort to audit Caltrans maintenance 
efforts to identify best practices and identify places for improvements. He talked about 
landscape maintenance and improvements. He discussed the need to work with the 
communities to create solutions. Strategies include using vegetation as a deterrent for 
graffiti and securing access to bridges and overcrossings.  
 
The I-110 and the I-710 freeways were identified as project demo areas. He discussed the 
Caltrans attitude towards construction zones and the lack of care exhibited during 
construction. Caltrans methodology and reporting systems are at fault for taking too long – 
reports go to Sacramento before they return to District 7. 
 
Lastly Coleman discussed the need for a community working group to involve the 
community in identifying solutions.  He set a timeline for starting to work through the plan. A 
question was raised about the limitation of interchanges, landscaping would be confined to 
interchanges graffiti removal will be all through the freeway.  Caltrans permitting process is 
being challenged as well as their maintenance methodology. Mike Miles will report to the 
MTA Board on maintenance issues as well as construction. Jerry Wood offered the use of 
existing working groups for the I-710 Corridor. Tom Modica requested that the I-710 project 
be extended south of the I-405. Coleman offered to work with Long Beach. Coleman said 
there was a budget of $5 million in Prop. C 25%. 
 
Karen Heit introduced the COG Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) framework and identified 
the need for the Environmental Committee and defined its membership. Scott Broten, from 
ICF discussed the month’s activities with the AQAP Technical Working Groups and the I-
710 HIA working group.  He indicated that both technical committees are making 
recommendation on protocols, data needs and research questions. He discussed the 
upcoming finalization of the Compendium. 
 
Karen Heit introduced the Roundtable Ground rules for conducting the roundtable 
discussions. There were several minor changes before the ground rules were adopted. 
 
David Hershenson reported on the July 16-17 closure of the I-405 for that weekend.  The 
entire freeway will be closed for 53 hours between the I-10 and the US – 101.  Hershenson 
offered information that all cities could place on their websites.  
 
Yvette Kirrin, I-5 JPA Executive Director, gave a report on the I5 project referencing the 
Powerpoint that was attached to the agenda.  She discussed the Carmenita Interchange 
contract award and the status of the ROW acquisition. Jon Grace gave a report that the 
MTA would be moving Prop. IB money from the Alondra portion of the construction project 
to the Florence Avenue segment to accommodate the lack of bond funding.  Questions 
were asked about freeway closures.  
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Jerry Wood, COG Transportation Engineer, gave a report on the various studies for the I-
710 Corridor project.  He indicated that the draft EIR/EIS is still expected to be released in 
the spring of 2012. He covered the 3P aspect of the Freight Movement Corridor and the 
activities associated with trying to get green vehicle technology underway. 
 
Wood covered the SR-91/I-605/I-405 project and the traffic modeling that would give some 
insight into the issues with the Orange County improvements.   
 
Director DuBois spoke about the State of the COG meeting and the need for a TC meeting 
to address a few items prior to the June 29th meeting. 
 
Mike Kodama OLDA Executive Director, spoke about the Antelope Valley 
Antonovitch/Najarian  Motion  6/27 South Gate 6/28 Garden Grove SCASG workshops on 
the PEROW/WSAB final alternatives.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:35 pm. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII.  REPORTS 
ITEM B 

Gateway Cities Council of Governments Air 
Quality Action Plan (AQAP) Approve 

Composition of Environmental Committee 
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TO: Transportation Committee 
 
FROM: Diane Dubois, MTA Director  
 
BY:  Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy  
 
SUBJECT: Gateway Cities Council of Governments Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP)  

Approve Composition of Environmental Committee 
 
Issue 
 
The Transportation Committee to tasked with the creation of an Environmental Committee 
to help the COG in forming recommendations for the GCCOG Air Quality Action Plan 
(AQAP). This committee will have broad representation from interested stakeholders and 
will make recommendations to the Transportation Committee for eventual approval by the 
Gateway Cities Council of Governments Board. 
 
Background 
 
The attached framework lists representative organizations for this committee. The following 
individuals have committed to participate: Jorge Rifa, City Manager Representative - City of 
Commerce, Wendell Johnson, Public Works Director, SR-91/I605/I-405 and I-710 TAC’s- 
City of Compton, Steve Forester, Public Works Director – City of La Mirada, Dr. Mike 
Walter – Port of Long Beach Commissioner. 
 
Some of the representation from the AQAP Technical Advisory Roundtables will self-select 
after they meet in the beginning of July. These names will be reported to this Committee as 
they are selected. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Approve the composition of the Environmental Committee. 
 
Attachment 
 
AQAP Adoption Framework 
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AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN ADOPTION FRAMEWORK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
COG BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
COG TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
 

City Managers Representative  ~  Board of Supervisors Representative (Health Deputy) 
 

City Health Department Representative  ~  Public Works Directors Representative 
 

Planning Directors Representative  ~  I-710 TAC Representative ~  I-5 Representative 
 

91/605/405 TAC Representative  ~  AQAP Advisory Roundtable Representatives 
 

AQAP Technical Roundtable Representatives ~  AQMD Representative 
 

CARB Representative ~  POLB Representative  ~  POLA Representative 
 

Environmental Community Representatives  ~  Business Representatives 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII.  REPORTS 
ITEM C 

MTA Green Construction Policy  
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TO: Transportation Committee 
 
FROM: Diane Dubois, MTA Director  
 
BY:  Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy  
 
SUBJECT: MTA Green Construction Policy 
 
 
Issue 
 
The MTA Board of Directors is scheduled to adopt a “green” construction equipment policy 
in July. This policy will require the use of less polluting, alternative fueled, construction 
equipment for MTA funded construction projects. Adoption of this policy will help mitigate 
concerns over construction generated air quality degradation associated with the I-5 and 
future I-710 construction. The policy intent is consistent with the Gateway Cities COG clean 
air goals. 
 
The Draft Policy (attached) has requirements that may be disadvantageous to local 
jurisdictions. These requirements must be worked out before the policy can have broad 
application. 
 
Background 
 
MTA Director, Richard Katz, proposed the attached Motion for the implementation of a 
Green Construction Policy. The Board approved the motion in December of 2010 and 
charged staff with the development of a policy. Staff was instructed to work with the Ports 
of Los Angeles and Long Beach, and other entities that require green construction 
equipment.  
 
The policy requires compliance with CARB off-road engine standards 
The policy as written describes a construction project as: 
 

“Construction Project is defined as a project that is funded entirely or in part by funds 
programmed by LACMTA or performed on LACMTA property. If the project is performed in 
collaboration with another agency or agencies or parties, including where the other agency or 
agencies or parties have the lead responsibility for construction, this Green Construction Policy shall 
be incorporated into all agreements, including Memoranda of Understanding, between LACMTA and 
the other agency or agencies or parties, so that this Green Construction Policy shall apply to even 
those projects that LACMTA funds, in whole or in part, that are performed in conjunction with another 
agency or agencies or parties.” 

 
Using this definition, the policy applies to all construction projects including Prop A & C and 
Measure R Local Return funded projects.  
 
 
There are approximately 1650 local return funded projects (Prop. A & C, Measure R) 
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certified by the MTA each year. Two-thirds of Prop. A local return funds are used for transit 
service or transit capital; Prop C and Measure R Local Return funds are primarily used to 
fund street improvement and rehabilitation projects which would be subject to the policy as 
it is currently written.   
 
There is no dollar threshold for the application of this policy. Contractors working for cities 
would be subject to MTA equipment documentation and inspection while the contracting 
entity (city) would be left out of the process.   
 
At the MTA Streets and Freeways subcommittee concern was expressed about the lack of 
city and Council of Governments input on this policy. The original Motion did ask that other 
stakeholders be consulted. The subcommittee was also concerned about the policy’s 
potential financial and delay impact on projects; an area the staff did not address. The 
policy’s Best Practices were also called into question by the subcommittee. The Streets and 
Freeways subcommittee requested that the policy be bifurcated and its applicability to MTA 
funded local projects be delayed until the policy was fully vetted to the local level. This 
recommendation will be passed on to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for the July 
TAC meeting and on to the MTA Board.  
 
At the MTA Measure R Committee, a Motion by Chair Knabe and Directors DuBois and 
O’Connor (attached) was passed to refer the policy to the TAC for input delaying any action 
on the policy until TAC has had a chance to discuss the policy. MTA staff was also tasked 
with preparing an outreach plan as soon as possible and presenting that to the Board via a 
memo. The Measure R Committee also requested that the staff report back on the cost of 
staffing for such an effort under two scenarios: the policy as proposed and the policy 
applied to MTA managed projects only. This information will be presented at the July 
Measure R Committee. 
 
Recommendation: 
Recommend staff work with the GCCOGs Streets and Freeways and TAC representatives 
to make appropriate changes to the Green Construction Policy. 
  
Attachments: 
Katz Motion - December 9, 2010 
Knabe, O’Connor and DuBois Motion - June 6, 2011 
Green Construction Policy – June 2011 
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VIII.  REPORTS 
ITEM D 

Nomination of Two Community  
Members to the Metro Gateway  

Cities Service Council 
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TO:  Transportation Committee   
 
FROM: Diane Dubois, MTA Director  
 
BY:  Karen Heit, Transportation Deputy  
 
SUBJECT: Nomination of Two Community Members to the Metro Gateway Cities 

Service Council  
 
 
Background 
 
In September 2002, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 
Board of Directors adopted a policy for the establishment of Service Councils for its newly 
created service sectors.  One of the five sectors coincides almost exactly with the Gateway 
Cities COG territory.  The COG requested and received recognition as the convening 
coalition charged with nominating Governance Council members. 
 

At this time, the seat for two vacancies, held by members of the community, will be 
filled.   

 
Issue 
 
In accordance with the policy and procedures, applications for transit consumer positions 
were accepted from June 6, 2011 through June 20, 2011.  The vacancy was announced on 
the COG website, the MTA website, by newspaper advertising and by personal contact.  
Two applications were received from Mr. George Bass and Ms. Cynde Soto, both current 
members of the Service Council.  
 
In accordance with the COG procedure for filling this vacancy, the Transportation 
Committee will forward their recommendation verbally to the Board at the meeting.   
 
Attachments 
 
• Gateway Cities MTA Service Sector Council Nominating Policy and Procedure 
 
Recommended Action 
 
It is recommended that the Transportation Committee forward nominations to COG Board 
and direct staff to submit the Board’s nomination to the MTA Board of Directors for final 
approval.   

 


