DiCAi}ES N THE MAK NG “high-speead
_- raflis Fna by con ngto Galifornia. in 2008,
- the state passed 3 $20 billion bond inifia:
-~ tive tobuild e first leg of its ambitious -

.: anning ngw %peed rail network '
s _These nation- lPadmg pians were rewarded
i "anuary w;th A $2.:35 billion federal infg-
E o, part of an. %6 biltion high- sspeed rail

want program made. ;}o%slbip by the 2000

stimulus Bl Wheﬂ_the Cahfclma network is

pleted i 2025-with a projected overall
'tab of $4f it lioR<the: stafe witl have more -

RR GHeC pasaengers From San Francisco to'Los
'--_Angéls»S i less thait th{ee hours, with traing
- achieving top speeds of 220 miles per hour

- {35{; lrphy. Whai will it mean for fand use?
e SAlmost every decision California males
e _'.-aboui high- -Spyeed rail hag :mpori&ﬁt impli-
- catiofis for land asé=and, by extension,
for the future of communities touched by
the lines, From the general route the trains
take, the number and spacing of stops, and
thelr location within a city ortown (n down-
fowns? near airports? in suburban centers
targeted for growth?) to how the station and
track are designed-—ail will affect not only
the functioning of the systam, but also the
future of the state,

California’s express traing witl con-
nect miajol cities, sharing the system with
slower, cormmuter-orentéd iains serving
more araas. Major lines have largely been
identified, but wrangling abaut stops con-
tinues. Affluent areas like Pafo Alto and
Merda Park, worred abotit nofse and ather
disturbances, have sued 40 keep the trains
away, Othér areas are od{eymg to keep—or
" add-a dtop; b’?‘!l(’\!m% hat’ ‘thest ecanomic

future could be at stake. .

5top locations are not the {mly worr‘y

Trying to build new rall lives Can seem Hke

threading a needie In Califomia, where

the lines must fravorse producibve farm-

land, parks, mountaing; ‘and developed

areas alike, conflicts have atready asisen.
~For example, south of Los Angeles, Buens

Park fust completed a transit-oriented,

residential nibject _a'dj'acem to d threg-year

old Metrolink commuter-rail station. But

the development stands in the path of the

MZH ELMaCCLEERY Ismahaging (%iredom?mis
asiuckie infliative. 06 Septem ver 2 i A, 1Fs
Califormin dhstricd couricils wil host ihe California High- Speeé

il Seari, Soevsing o bransit-arieniad) develoniment around
High-spead raf stations. E-piall infrastricheian ong for more
Irdormiation ahout this aid ot 1L infrastiuctire prograims,

=~ 3 g o sign up for the e-nnwsietter (4 iftastricture tntare
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._t%’zaﬂ 700 mit &5 fraao kmy of track that will
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planned high-spesd rail line, which will

-.not even stop 1 the city, O_ﬂe"city official

reported that & rail representative told him,
“Wa either take the coridominiums or we

~takeyour station.”

Planners are trying to work out a solution,
but every compromise can cost the system
money, time, and spead.

Thien there is the guestion of what will
happen around station stops. Develop-
ment may well intensify in the immediate
ared around major stations as people and
businesses take advantage of the conve-
nienca and thme savings the line brings.
But high-5peed rail is ho guarantee of
compact growth, Stations==both major and
minoi=-could sthl be surrounded by a sea
of parking. And by making ever-larger parts
of the landscape readily accessible, the
high-speed rall Investments could act like 3
magnet and fuel suburban expansion, draw-
ing develepment.out to ever-growing edges.

“High-speed rail will simply add another
tayer of access to the far-flung suburhs/
exurbs and Central Valley, resulting in more
mass-produced subdivisions,” comments
transportation expert Robert Cervero, a pro-’
fessorof city and regional planning at the
University of California at Berkeley.

What happens in California will depend
an a lat of thirigs; including the mumber arid
locationof stops,-the firal speed of trains,”
the gltimate pr;ce of train fickets, and how
well the state implements 5.8, 375-—Catifor-
nia's attermnpt to require coordinated land use
and transportation planning in the face of cli-
mate change, th}f high-spaed rail will meaﬁ
for tand use--in California and eisewhem
an Maergmg story, Stay tuned, &,




